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This Internationa] Search Report consists of a total of 



sheets. 



\x\ It Is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



2. 

3. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

I I The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. [ I With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. 1. 
I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

I I Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[3c] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

fx] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract Is Figure No. 1 

I I as suggested by the applicant. 

I I as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
fx] as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. \^ none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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International application No. 
PCT/US2004/04 3585 



An assay method is described, which comprises the steps of immobilizing a 
binding partner (e.g., an antigen or antibody) for an analyte to be detected 
(e.g., an antibody or antigen) on a portion (140) of a surface (130) of a 
microfluidic chamber (12 0,122,124); passing a fluid sample over the surface 
and allowing the analyte to bind to the binding partner; allowing a metal 
colloid, e.g., a gold-conjugated antibody, to associate with the bound 
analyte; flowing a metal solution, e.g., a silver solution, over the surface 
such as to form an opaque metallic layer; and detecting the presence of said 
metallic layer, e.g., by visual inspection or by measuring light transmission 
through the layer, conductivity or resistance of the layer, or metal 
concentration in the metal solution after flowingthe metal solution over the 
surface . 
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'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
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'P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
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"T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

■X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot l>e considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alcne 
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document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
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in the art. 
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